Many Faiths: One Future
A unique conference for young people to explore their

personal vision of inter-faith relations in the future.
Wednesday 18th November 2009 @ 12.30 to 5.00pm @                                                                               Leicester College, Freemen’s Park Campus
Background

National Interfaith week will take place from 15th to 21st November 2009. As part of this week Leicester College in association with the Council of Faiths will host a ‘Many Faiths: One Future’ inter-faith dialogue event.
The aim of the event is to bring together young people aged 16 to 21 with the goal of promoting discussion and dialogue on their vision for inter-faith relations in the future and what their thoughts, ideas and aspirations are for inter-faith harmony. The discussion will further focus on what they see to be their role and responsibility in achieving this vision.  The event will further allow them the opportunity to explore their personal understanding of different values, beliefs and faiths through inter-action and association with members of the diverse faith and belief communities. 
Participants will be invited from Wyggeston & Queen Elizabeth 1st Six Form College, Regent College, Gateway College and Leicester College. Each college will identify 25 young people aged 16 to 21 from their cohort of students. Guests will include representatives from the Leicester Council of Faiths, partner organisations and colleges. The role of the guests will be to observe, act as a resource and support the young people in their dialogue. Following the event it is hoped that they will report back and engage their respective organisations to develop and implement the policies and practices that will shape the future of the City from the visions and ideas developed by the young people.  

Draft Programme

1230 
 
Participant registration and buffet lunch

1330 
 Welcome and opening remarks – Don Brooks, Cllr Manjula Sood and Minou Cortazzi
1350 
 
Entertainment

1400
Key Note Address – Dr Maureen Sier (National Inter-faith   Development Officer for the Scottish Parliament)
1430 
‘What my faith means to me’ – short presentation from young faith representatives. 

1500

Inter-faith Dialogue Session

1545 

 Plenary and feedback

1630 

 Concluding remarks and evaluation

1645 

 Entertainment

1700 
 
 Close
Conference Format and Inter-faith Dialogue Discussion 
Following the main welcome and key note address an opportunity will be given for young representatives from the faith and belief communities to provide an insight of what their faith means to them. The aim of this presentation is to provide a young persons perspectives on the values of their belief to modern day society. The young faith representatives will be seated at the participants’ tables and will further coordinate and facilitate the dialogue.

Ten discussion tables with 10-12 participants each will be organised.
The groups will discuss the following questions:

· What is my personal vision for Inter-faith relations in the year 2020?

· How will this vision be achieved? And

· What will be my personal contribution and commitment to achieve this vision?

The group will then feedback their vision of faith of the future to the plenary. 

The planned inter-faith dialogue event has been identified as the first inter-collegiate event in the City of Leicester and has attracted interest from a number of groups. The event itself will provide an opportunity to bring together young people and give them a voice to express their hopes and expectations of the future in terms of inter-faith relations and more importantly identify what their role is in achieving that future.

Vinod Chudasama
Inclusion Coordinator

Leicester College

